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Civil Association of Law Librarians (Asociación

Civil de Bibliotecarios Jurídicos)

Driven by common professional interests, a Civil Association of Law Librarians was established in Buenos Aires (Argentina) in September 2004, with the purpose of fighting for the interests of the law librarians all over the country and providing a legal framework to the Law and Juridical Science Libraries Network - BibliotecasJurired, which encompasses a majority of the libraries specialized in this discipline since the year 2000.

The Association has as an objective to implement the principles and the purposes of the Network, which mainly includes supporting the training and the improvement of the associates; this will allow a better development within their capacities and will contribute to the development of fundamental and specific knowledge. 

This Association provides cooperation in the field of law information and related disciplines, supports the exchange of ideas and strengthens its connections with other institutions, which allows the Association to discuss common issues and set up other agendas on behalf of the librarians who work in the legal environment.

Programs include the organization of one-day discussions, conferences, and lectures including specific topics and other topics related to the new tools for organizing and recovering legal information. One of the main objectives of the Association is attained by providing training through presential courses and distance-learning.

It is relevant to highlight that this new Association has sponsored presential courses on “Sources of Law” in Buenos Aires, provided by renowned professors from the Buenos Aires University Law School and on “Cataloguing of juridical-legal documents”, provided by distinguished librarians. Because of the excellent acceptance of the latter, a distance-learning version was provided with national and international reach, with an expectation to be repeated in the year 2007.

It is also to be highlighted that for the first time the Association implemented a one-day discussion in the month of August 2006, jointly with the VIII Meeting of the Law and Juridical Science Libraries Network, BibliotecasJurired, in the city of Salta (Argentina) under the theme “Democratizing the legal information. Generation and circulation on the Internet.” This yearly event is regarded as extremely relevant in view of its special features and because it brings together librarians, government officials, and renowned specialists in the Argentinean legal context. 

The second one-day Discussion and the IX BibliotecasJurired Meeting are currently being organized and are expected to take place in Buenos Aires during the month of September 2007 under the theme “The legal information within citizen's reach.” Like in the previous editions, librarians and personalities from the country and from abroad are expected to attend.

The first issue of the institutional magazine, “ACBJ: Civil Association of Law Librarians Magazine” was released in the month of November including academic level articles and other Association news.
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